
Deaf History Month
March 13 - April 15, 2013
National Deaf History Month, which begins on March 13, was originally envisioned as just one 
week to promote a greater understanding of the deaf community. Today, National Deaf History 
Month is a month long, nationwide celebration of contributions of the hearing impaired and deaf 
community to American society.

National Deaf History Month was the creation of two deaf employees at the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Memorial Library in Washington DC. They began teaching their colleagues sign language, 
and these initial lessons grew into Deaf Awareness Week, celebrated and recognized by library 
administration.  In 1996, the National Association of the Deaf suggested the week become a 
full-fl edged month, and in 1997, the fi rst annual, nation-wide National Deaf History Month was 
celebrated, March 13 - April 15.

The mid-month start and end of National Deaf History Month is based on three historic dates:
• On March 13, 1988, Gallaudet University - the only university in the world exclusively for 

deaf students - selected their fi rst deaf president. 
• On April 8, 1864, President Lincoln signed a charter that allowed degrees to be granted to 

deaf students, and 
• On April 15, 1817, the fi rst permanent school for the deaf in the Western Hemisphere was 

established in Hartford, CT.

In the spirit of education and promoting a greater understanding of hearing loss and deafness, 
there are many resources available online and at local libraries. Many libraries also host events 
celebrating National Deaf History Month.   

Source: www.kaplanhearing.com

MARCH 2013 CALENDAR
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

DEAF HISTORY MONTH

CHILD LIFE MONTH

1 - Peace Corps Day (US)
7 - World Book Day
8 - Inernational Women’s Day
10 - Daylight Savings Time Begins (US)
17-23 - Health Information Professionals Week
17 - St.Patrick’s Day (Christian)
18 - Lent Begins (Orthodox Christian)
21 - Naw Ruz (Baha’i New Year)
22 - World Water Day
26-27 - Passover (Judaism)
27 - Magha Puja Day (Buddhist)
27 - Holi (Hindu)
30 - Earth Hour (International)
31 - Easter (Western Christian)
31 - Caesar Chavez Day (US)
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César Chávez Day is an offi cial state holiday in the U.S. states of California, Colorado and Tex-
as. The day is commemorated to promote service to the community in honor of César Chávez’s 
life and work. Many, but not all, state government offi ces, community colleges, and libraries are 
closed. Many public schools in the state are also closed. Texas also recognizes the day, and it is 
an optional holiday in Arizona and Colorado. 

Although it is not a federal holiday, President Barack Obama proclaims March 31 as César 
Chávez Day in the United States, with Americans being urged to “observe this day with appro-
priate service, community, and educational programs to honor César Chávez’s enduring legacy.” 
In addition, there are celebrations in his honor in Arizona, Michigan, Nebraska, and New Mexico 
and has been observed in California since 1995, in Texas since 2000 and in Colorado since 
2003 as state holidays (optional in Texas and Colorado).

César Chávez Day 2013
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This issue of Cultural News was produced by UC Davis Medical Interpreting Department editorial team.  Questions? Comments?  
Please call Medical Interpreting Services at 916/734-2321 or e-mail elena.morrow@ucdmc.ucdavis.edu

Martin Guevara was one of the fi rst staff interpreters hired by UC Davis 
Health System in 1988 to provide language services to patients with limited 
English profi ciency.  He was a pioneer in the fi eld of medical interpreting, 
before any formal training existed or any specialized resources were 
available to healthcare interpreters.

Over the years, Martin served not only as one of the lead interpreters at 
UCDHS, but also as a mentor to new staff, an assessor of language skills, 
and an advisor to staff & management.  He was always eager to help, took 
on diffi cult cases & provided support to his peers.  His upbeat personality 
was appreciated by many.  

On March 1st, Medical Interpreting Services hosted a farewell lunch 
for Martin, who retired from UCDHS after 25 years of service.  All staff 
expressed their appreciation of Martin’s work & years of service.  It was a 
touching & emotional event.  Farewell, Martin!  We will miss you!

Medical Interpreting Services Pioneer:
Martin Guevara

In the 16th century, Geronimo Cardano, a physician in Padua, Italy, proclaimed that deaf people could be taught to understand symbols by matching 
them with the things that they represented. In 1775, Abbe Charles Michel de L’Epee of Paris, France, founded the fi rst free school for deaf people. 
He taught deaf people to develop communication with gestures, hand signs and fi ngerspelling (using the sign language alphabet to spell out words). 
L’Epee fi rst studied the signs and gestures already used by the deaf people in Paris. This helped him make his own version of signed spoken 
French. He paved the way to close the gap between the hearing and the non-hearing worlds.

In the United States, Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, a congregational minister who became interested in helping his neighbor’s young deaf daughter, 
went to Europe in 1815 to study methods of communicating with deaf people. While in England, the 27 year-old met with Abbe Roche Ambroise 
Sicard who invited him to study at his school for the deaf in Paris. After several months, Gallaudet went back to America. Along with him he brought 
Laurent Clerc, a deaf sign language teacher from the school in Paris. Gallaudet founded the fi rst school for deaf people in the United States. This 
school was in Hartford, Connecticut and Clerc became the fi rst deaf sign language teacher in the United States. After that, many schools for the deaf 
opened around the country. Twenty-two schools had been established by 1863.

Famous Deaf People
• Ludvig van Beethoven was a German composer and pianist. He started going deaf at the age of 28 and by age 49 he could no longer hear. He 

continued to get worse but went on composing music. Beethoven died in 1857 when he was 57 years-old. 
• Helen Keller was born on June 27, 1880 in Tuscumbia, Alabama. She was born with sight and hearing but at 19 months old, Helen fell ill and 

became blind and deaf. To help her learn, Helen’s parents hired a teacher named Anne Sullivan. Anne taught Helen sign language and how to 
read Braille (special writing for blind people). Today there are many institutes around the world such as Helen Keller International dedicated to 
helping the deaf and the blind.

• Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, also made it his mission to help the deaf. He wanted to help advance the communication 
between people who are deaf and the hearing world. Today, there is the Alexander Graham Bell Association For The Deaf and Hard Of Hearing.

Sign Language - Fun Facts
• Sign language is the fourth most-used language in the US.
• There are hundreds of sign language dialects in use around the world. Each culture has developed its own form of sign language to be 

compatible with the language spoken in that country. 

Learning Sign Language
If you want to learn sign language, try your local community centers or your school might even offer a sign language course. If not, petition your 
school board to introduce a course and help to bridge the gap between the hearing and the hearing impaired!

Source: www.kidzworld.com

History of Sign Language


